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(d)y “Election Commission'”” means the State Panchayat Election
Commission Constituted Uolor Article 2d3tC of *ffie Conct»intj
ofIndia reid with Section 176 of the Tripura Panchayat Act, 1993 (Act
No. 7 of 1993) ;

(e) “Electoral roll number” of a person means—

(i) theserial number of the entry inthe electoral roll in respect of that
person ;

(ii) the serial number of the part of the electoral roll in which such
entry occurs ; and

(iii) the name of the Municipality to which the electoral roll relates ;

(f)  “Form” means a form appended to those rules, and includes a
translation thereof in Bengali ;

() “Marked copy of the electoral roll” means the copy of the electoral
roll set apart for the purpose of marking the names of electors to whom
ballot papers are issued at an election ;

(h) *“Polling Station ” in relation to election of Municipality means
the place fixed for taking poll of that election ;

(i) *“Presiding Officer” includes any polling officer performing any of
the functions of a presiding officer under sub-rule (2), or sub-rule
(3), of rule 9.

(J) “Returning Officer” means an officer appointed under sub-rule (1)
of Rule 5 of these rules and includes an Assistant Returning Officer
appointed under sub-rule 1of rule 6 for performing any function he is
authorised to perform ;

(k) “Section” means a section.of the Act ;

(D  “Voter on election duty” means any polling officer, presiding
officer, or other public servant, who is an elector in the constituency
and is, by reason of his being on election duty, unable to vote in the
polling station where he is entitled to vote ;

(m) “Polling Agent” means a Polling agent appointed under these rules
hnd includes a candidate and the election agent of a candidate and includes
a relief Polling Agent ;

(2) The expression used in these rules and not otherwise defined shall
have the meaning assigned to them in the Tripura Municipal Act 1994,
(3) The Tripura General Clauses Act, 1966, shall apply for interpreta-
tion of these rules as it applies for the interpretation of an Act of the
legislatures of the State of Tripura.
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CHAPTER—II

AjjmijniSI RrtjIVt. IviACilHsLiRV TOR
CONDUCT OF ELECTION.

(1) The superintendence, direction and control of the preparation of
electoral rollsfor, and the conduct of, all elections to the Municipalities
shall be vested in the Election Commission appointed by the State
Government under Article 243K of the Constitution of India read with
Section 176 of the Tripura Panchayat Act, 1973.

(2) Subject to the provision of sub-rule (i), the Election Commissioner
may make such order as may be necessary fo; the proposes mentioned in
sub-rule (1).

(1) For each District the Election Commission shall, in consulation
with the State Government, appoint a District Municipal Election
Officer who shall be the District Magistrate of the District.

(2)  ubject to the superintendence, direction and control of the
Election Commission the District Municipal Election Officer shall
supervise the preparation of Electoral rolls and the conduct of all
elections within his jurisdictions under these rules.

(3) The District Municipal Election Officer shall perform such other
functions as maybe entrusted to him by the Election Commission.

(1) For every constituency, for overy election, to fill aseat or seats in
Municipality the Election Commission shall, in consultation with the
State Government, appoint a Returning Officer who shall be the Sub-
Divisional Officer within whose territorial Jurisdiction the constituency
or a part thereof is situtated or may appoint any other officer of the
State Government as Returing officer.

Provided that nothing in these rules shall prevent the Election Commission
from appointing the same person to be the Returning officer for more
than one constituency of a Municipality or Municipalities.

(2) It shall be the general duty of the Returning Officer at any election
to do such acts and things as may be necessary for conduct of the election
in the manner provided under these rule.

(1) The Election Commission may, appoint one or more persons as
Assistant Returning Officer to assist ReturningOfficer in theperformance

of his functions.
Provided that every such person shall be an Officer of the State Govern-

ment.
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(2) Every Assistant Returning Officer shall, subject to the control of the
Returning Officer be cpm"setent to perform all or any of the
functions of the Returning Officer.

Provided that no Assistant Returning Officer shall perform any of the
functions of the Returning Officer which relates to the scrutiny of nominations
unless the Returning Officer is inevitably prevented from performing the said
functions.

7. The Returning Officer and the Assistant Returning Officer shall perform
their duties and discharge their functions under the superintendence, direction
and control of the Election Commissions.

8. The list of the Polling stations where Poll shall be held for election
of members of Municipality shall be prepared and published on the
manner provided in Rule 7 of the Tripura Municipalities (Registra-
tion of Electors) Rules 1995.

9. (1) The Returning Officer shall appoint a Presiding Officer for each
polling section and such other Polling Officer or Officers as he
thinks necessary to assist the Presiding Officer, but shall not appoint
any person who has been employed by or on behalf of or has been
otherwise working for a candidate in or about the election to be a
Presiding Officer or Polling Officers.

Provided that ifany Polling Officer is absent from the Polling station the
Presiding Officer may appoint in his place any person who is present at the
polling station other than a person who has been employed by or on behalf of
or has-been otherwise workingfor a candidate in or about the election to be the
Polling Officer, and shall, when such appointement is made, inform the
Returning Officer accordingly.

(2) The Polling Officer shall, if so directed by the Presiding Officer,
perform all or any oftile functions of the Presiding Officer under these
rules.

(3) If .the Presiding NOfficer owing to his illness or for any other
unavoidable reasensis absent from the polling station, his functions
tions shall be performed by such Polling Officer as has been previously
authorised by the Returning Officer to perfom such functions during
any such absence.

Explanation :—Reference in these rules to the Presiding “Officer”, shall,
unless the context otherwise requires be deemed to include any person perfor-
ming any function which he is authorised to perform under sub-rule (2) or as
the case may be under sub-rule (3).
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CHAPTER—IH
GENERAL PROVISION

10. (1) For the First General Election ofthe Municipality under Section
49 of the Aciand thereafter for its new Constitution the State Govern-
ment shall, by a Notification published in llie official gazette call upon
every constituency of Municipality to elect members in accordance
with these rules.
7~2)  When the seat of a member elected to a Municipality becomes
vacant oris declared vacant or his election to a Municipality is
declared void, theState Government shall,by notification inthe gazette,
call upon the constituency to elect a person for the purposes of filling
the vacancy so caused and these rules shall apply so far as maybe, in
relation to the election of a member to fill such vacancy. |

11. Assoonasthe Notification has been published under sub-rule (1) or (2)

of Rule 10 calling upon a constituency to elect member or members,

the Election Commission shall, by one or more Notification in the Official
Gazette appoint-

(a) the last date for making nomination which shall be the seventh day
after the date of publication of the Notification or, if that date is a
holiday, the next succeeding day which is not a public holiday ;

(b) the date for scrutiny of nominations which shall be the day
immediately following the last date for making nominations, or if that
day is a public holiday, the next succeeding day which is not a public
holiday ;

(c) thelast day for the withdrawal of candidatures, which shall be the
second day after the date for the scrutiny of nominations, or, if that
day is a public holiday, the next succeeding day which is not a public
holiday ;

(d) the date or dates on which the poll shall, if necessary be taken,
which or the first of which shall be a date not earlier than the fifteenth
day after the last date for withdrawal of candidature.

(e) The hour of which the poll shall commence and the hour at which
it shall close on the date or dates fixed for polling.

(f) the date before which the election shall be completed ;

(2) The Election Commission may, for sufficient cause and with the
provisions approval ofthe State Government postpone the date or extend
the period fixed for polling.

12.  On the issue of the Notification under Rule 11 Returning Officer shall
give public notice ofthe intended electionin Form 1by affixing a copy thereof
in some conspicuous places in his office, the office of the Municipality and in
such other places ashethinks fit, and invite nominations of the candidates for

such election specifying the dates, places, and time at which the nomination
papers are to be delivered.
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(1) Any person, if not otherwise disqualified under the provisions of
the Act orany order made thereunder miy be nominated as acandidate
for election to a Municipality from any of the Constituency in that
Municipality, if his name is included in the Electoral Roll of that
Constituency or any other constituency inthat Municipality.

(2) Nomination papersin Form 2 shill be supplied bythe. Returning
Officer to any voter on demand.

(1) On any of the dates, fixed for filling nomination unier clause (a)
of sub-Rule (1) of Rule 11, each candid ate shall either in person or by
his proposer deliver it to the Returnin’ O ficer during the tineaniat
the place specified in the order under Rule 12, a nomination paper duly

completed and signed by the candidate and by a voter of the constituency
as proposer ;

Provided that for the purpose of nomination for e'ection from a consti-
tuency reserved for scheduled castes or scheduled tribes persons, the no.mi
nomination paper shall be accompanied by a copy of the Scheduled Castes or
the Scheduled Tribes as the case may be, certificate granted by a competant
authority and that the original copy of such certificate shall be produced at
the time of delivery of such nomination paper to the Returning Officer.

(2) Anypersonwhose nameis entered in thevoter list ofthe constituency
for which the candidate is nominated and who is not otherwise disquali-
fied, may subscribe as proposer ;
Provided that lie shall not subscribe as proposer for more that one
nomination.

(3) Every nomination paper presented to the Returning Officer shall
be in form 2

Provided that a failure to complete or defects in completing the declaration
as to the symbol in a nomination paper in Form 2 shall not be deemed to be
a rtpfert of substantial character within the meaning of sub-rule (4) of Rule 22.

(4) Nothing in this rule shall prevent any candidate for being nominated
by more than one nomination papers for election in the same constituency :

Provided that not more that four nomination papers shall be presented by
or on behalf of any candidate or accepted by the Returning Omccr for election
in the same constituency.

(5) On the presentation of the nomination paper, the Returning Officer
shall satisfy himself that names and the electoral roll numbers of the
candidate and his proposer as entered on the nomination paper are the
same as those entered in the Electoral Roll.
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Provided that Returning Officer shall permit any clerical or technical
error iu the nomination paper in regard to the name or numbers to be corrected
in order to bring them in conformity with the corresponding entries in the
electoral roll and where necessary may direct that any oleioal or printing error
in the said entries shall be overlooked.

15. (1) For the purpose of these Rules symbols are cither reserved or free
as specified in the appendix to be attached.

(2) A reserved symbol is a symbol which is reserved by Election
Commission of India for a recognised political party for exclusive allot-
ment to contesting candidate or candidates set up by that party.

16. For the purpose of these Rules, recognised Political Party means a politi-
cal party recognised by the Election Commission of India as a National Party
or a State party of this State.

17. (1) The free symbol which may be chosen by the candidate at
the election fiom any constituency are specified in the first schedule.

(2) Where at any such election more nomination papers than one are
delivered by or on behalf of the candidate, the declaration as to symbol
made in the nomination paper first delivered, and no other declaration as
to symbols, shall be taken into consideration under Rule-17 even if the
first nomination paper has been rejected.

18. (1) For the purpose of these Rules a candidate shall be deemed to be
set up by a recognised political party if—
(@) the candidate has made a declaration to that effect in his nomi-
nation paper ; and
(b) a notice in writing to that effect so as to reach not later than
3 P.M. on the last day of withdrawal of candidature, being delivered
to the Returning Officer of the Constituency ; and

(c) thesaid notice is signed by the President, chairman or General
Secretary of the recognised political parties, or if there is no General
Secretary, the Secretary of the state Unit of the recognised political
party or by any Member of such political party duly authorised by
such President, Chairman, General Secretary or Secretary, as the
case may be.

(2) The duly attested specimen signature of the President, Chairman,
General Secretary or Secretary of the state Unit of therecognised political
party or of such authorised Member where a Member has been autho-
rised to sign the notice, a letter to that effect by the President, Ca lirman,
General Secretary or Secretary as the case may be, shall be sent to the
respective Returning Officer so as to reach him before the date of scrutiny
of the nomination papers.
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19. (1) A Candidate in Municipality Election from any constituency shall
give in order of preference three symbols specified in first schedule.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Sub-Rule(l) of this Rule,
if at any election the number of candidates, other than those set up by
recognised political parties, exceeds the number of free symbols specified
in the first schedule, the District Municipal Election Officer may, for
smooth conduct of election , by an order, specify additional free symbols
for allotment by the Returning Officer to each of the candidates.

20. A candidate for an election from a constituency of a Municipal Area shall
not be deemed to be declared nominated for election from a constituency unless
he deposits or causes to be deposited in cash with the Returning Officer con-
cerned a sum of Rs. 250/- or where the candidate is a woman or is a
member of the scheduled castes or the scheduled tribes a sum of Rs.
Rs. 125/-.

Provided that where a candidate has been ‘nominated by more than one
nomination paper for election in the same constituency not more than one
deposit shall be required by him under this Rule..

21. The Returning Officer shall, on receiving the nomination pipers under
Sub-Rule (1) of Rule 14 from the person or persons delivering the same, enter
on the nomination paper itself serial nhumber,] and shall sign thereon clearly
the date on which and the hour at which the nomination paper has been delivered
to him and shall as soon as may be thereafter, cause to be affixed in Form 3 in
some conspicucus place in his office a notice of the nomination containing des-
cription similar to thosecontained in the nnmination paper both of thecandidate
and of the proposer.

22. (1) On the date fixed for scrutiny of nomination papers, the candidates
or their election agent and one fproposer and no other person may attend
at the time and place appointed in #this behalf and the Returning Officer
shall give them all reasonable facilities for examining the nomination
papers of all condidates which have been delivered within the time.

(2) The Returning Officer shall then examine the nomination paper and
shall decide the objection which may be made to any nomination and
may either on such objection or on his own motion, after such summary
enquiry, if any, as he thinks necessary, reject any nomination on any of

the following grounds, namely —

(a) that the candidate is disqualified for being chosen to fill the seat by
or under the Act ;

(b) that the proposer is not a Voter of the constituency concerned ;
(c) that there has been a failure to comply with any provision of the
Rules 13 and 14 ;
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23.

24,

(d) that the signature of the candidate or the proposer on the no mina-
tion paper is not genuine.

(3) Nothing contained iu clause (c) or (d) of Sub-Rule (2)- sludl be
deemed to authorise the rejection of the nomination of any candidate on
the grou rd of any irregularities in respect of a nomination paper, if the
candidate has been duly nominated by means of another nomination
paper in respect of which no irregularities have been committed.

(4) The Returning Officer shall not reject any nomination paper on
the ground of any defect which is not of substantial character.

(5) The Returning Officer shall hold scrutiny on the date appointed
in this behalf under Clause(b) of Sub-Rule(l) of Rule 10 and shall not
allow adjournment of the proceedings except when such proceedings
are interrupted or ebstructed by riot, or, open violence or by cause be-
yond his control.

(6) Tile Returning Officer shall endorse on each nomination paper his
decision accepting or rejecting the same and, if the nomination paper
is rejected shall record in writing brief of his reasons for such rejection.

(1) Immediately after all nomination papers have been scrutinised and
decided and decisions accepting of rejecting the same have been recorded
the Returning Officer shall prepare in form-4 a list of validly
nominated candidates that is to say the candidates whose nominations
have be:n found valid and affix it on his notice board.

(2) The nominationof every such candidate shall be shown in the said
hst as it a ppearsinhis nomination paper.

(1) Any candidate may withdraw his candidature by a notice in writing
which shall be singed by him and delivered before 3 O’clock in the
afternoon on the day fixed under Clause (c) of sub-Rule (1) of
Rule 11 to the Returning Officer cither by such candidate in person
orbyhi> election agent who has been authorised in this behalfin writing
by such candidate.

-(2) No.person who has given a notice of withdrawal of his candidature
eunder Sub-Rule (1) shall be allowed to cancel the notice.

(3) A notice of withdrawal of candidature under Sub-Rule (1) shall
be in form 5 and shall contain the particulars set out therein and on
receipt of such notice the Returning Officer shall note therein the date
and time at which it was delivered.

<4) The Returning Officer shall on being satisfied as to the genuineness
of notice of withdrawal énd identity of the persons delivering it under the
sub-rulc(l) cause a notice in Form (to be a.fuej on his Notice Board.
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(1) Immediately after the expiry of the period within which candidature
may be withdrawn under sub-rule (1) of rule 24 the Returning Officer
shall prepare in Form 7, a list of contesting candidates, that is to say
candidates whose nomination papers have been finally accepted and
who have not withdrawn their candidature within the said period.

(2) If the list is prepared in more languegcs then one, names of can-
didates therein shall be arranged alphabetically in the script of such one
of those languages as the Election Com mission may direct.

(3) Alphabetical order referred to in sub-rule (2) shall be determined
with reference to surnames of the candidates where the surnames are
written first and in other cases the names proper of the candidates ;

(4) Immediately after the preparation of list of contesting candidates
referred in sub-rule (1), the Returning Officer shall, subject to the
provisions of Rules 18 and 19 and to any general or special direction
issued in this behalf by the Election Commission.

(a) allot one of the different symbols to each contesting candidate in
confermity, as far as practicable, with his choice ; and

(b) if more contesting candidates than  one have indicated their
preference for the same symbol, decide by lot as to which of the candidates

the symbol, will be allotted. The allotment of symbol by Returning
Officer to a candidate shall be final :

Provided that while allotting a symbol, the Returning Officer shall give

preference to the candidate ofa recognised State Political Party of any other
State orregistered/unregistered Political party oran unrecognised un-registered
Political Party which exists in this State of Tripura.

Appointment of 26.

Election Agent

and rejection of
such appoint-
ment.

(c) every candidate or his election agent shall forthwith be informed
of the symbol allotted to the candidate and be supplied with specimen
thereof by the Returning Officer.

(5) The Returning Officer shall immediately after its preparation
cause a copy of the list of contesting candidate to be affixed on the
Notice Board in his Office and shall also supply acopy thereofto each
of the contesting candidate or to his election Agent.

(1) If a candidate desires to appoint an Election Agent sueh
appointment shall be made in Form-8, either at the time of delivering
nomination paper or at any time before the election.

(2) The appointment of the election agent maybe revoked by the
candidate atany time by a declaration in writtingin Form-9 signed by
him and lodged with the Returing Officer, such revocation shall take
effect from the date on which it is so lodged. In the event ofsuch
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revocation or in the event of election agent dying before or during the
period of election, the candidate may appoint & new Election agent
in accordance with the provision of Sub-Rule (1).

(1) Atan electionat which a poll is to be taken any contesting candidate
or his election agent may appoint one agent and one relief agent to act
asa polling agent of such candidate at each polling station.
Each appointment shall be made by a letter in writing in duplicate
in Form-10 signed by the candidate or his election agent.

(2) The candidate or his election agent shall, deliver the duplicate
copy of the letter of appointment to the polling agent who shall, on the
date fixed for poll, present it to the Presiding Officer and the Presiding
Officer shall retain the duplicate copy presented to his in his custody.
No polling agent shall be allowed to perform any duty at the polling
station unless he has complied with the proviso i of this sub-rule.

(3) The appointment of a polling agent may be revoked by a candidate
or his election agent at any time before the Comiencement of the poll

by a declaration in writing in Form-11 signed by him. Such declaration
shall be lodged to the Presiding Officer atthe polling station where the

agent is so appointed for duty I

Provided that where the appointment of a polling agent is revoked or

where the polling agent dies before the commencement of the poll, the candi-
date or his election agent may at any time before the poll is closed appoint a
new agent in accordance with the provisions of the Rule.
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28 Before the date of publication of lin'd list of contesting candidates
under Rule 25, the Returning Ofi;2" siaM nv.ify that the poll shall
be held during the hours fixed under Clause (e) of sub-rule (1) of
Rule 11 at thepolling station fixed under Rule 8.

29. Save as hereinafter provided, all electors voting at an election shall do
so in person at the polling station provided for then under Rule 8.

30 If at any election of a constituency of a Municipality
(a) the number of contesting candidates is more than one, a poll shall
be taken;

(b) the number of contesting condidate is one against the constit uency
of a Municipality, the Returning Officer shall forthwith declare, in
Form-12, such candidate to be duly elected to fill the constituency ;

(¢) no nomination paper is received or all the nomination papers are
rejected in respect of a particular constituency, the constituency shall
remain vacant till it is filled up under Rule-81.

31. Ifacandidate whose nomination has been found valid on scrutiny made
under Rule 14 and who has not withdrawn his candidature under Rulel6dies
and areport of his death is received before the publication of the list of
contesting candidates under Rule-15 or if a contesting candidate dies and a
report of his death is neceived before the commencement of the poll, the
Returning Officer shall, upon being satisfied of the fact of death of the candi-
date, countermand the poll and report the fact to the State Government and
the Election Commission and all proceedings with reference to the election
shall be commenced a new in all respect as if for a new election :

Provided that election shall notbs countermanded due to the death of a
contesting candidate unless such candidate belongstoa recognised National
Political Party or recognised state Political Party.

Provided further that no further nomination shall be necessary in the
case of person who was a contesting candidate at the time of the counter-
manding of the poll.

Provided also that no person who has given a notice or withdrawal of
his candidature under Rule 16 before the countermanding of the poll shall
be ineligible for being nominated as a candidate for election after such
countermanding.

32. Atevery election where apollis taken, votes shall be given by ballot in
the manner hereinafter provided and no votes shall be received by proxy.
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33.
Election Commission in consultation with the State Government.

34.

35.

36.

Every ballot box shall be of such design as may be approved by the

(1) Every ballot paper shall be in Form-13 and shall be of such design,
size, colour as the Election Commission may direct.

(2) Every ballot paper shall have a counterfoil attached thereto and
the said ballot paper and the counterfoil shall be in Form-13 and the
particulars therein shall be insuch language or languages as the Election
Commission may direct.

(3) The names of candidates shall be arranged on the ballot paper in
the same order in which they appear in the list of contesting candidates.

(4) Iftwo or more candidates bear the same name, they shall be
distinguished by the addition of their occupation or in some other manner.

(1) Outside each polling station there shall be displayed promincntly-
(a) a notice specifying the polling area the voters of which are entitled

tovoteatthc polling station and where the polling area has more than
one polling station, the particulars of the electors so entitled ; and

(b) a copy of the list of contesting candidates.

(2) The Returning Officer shall cause to be provided at every polling
station one or more compartments (hereinafter referred to in these
rules as a “Voting Compartments’) in which voters can record their
voles screened from observation.

(3) The Returning Officer shall provide at each polling station a
Sufficient numbei of ballot boxes, ballot papers, copies of the list of
voters in respect of the polling aica or areas voters of which are
entitled to vote at such polling station, instruments for stamping the
distinguishing markon ballot papers and articles necessary for voters
to mark the ballot papers. The Returning Officer shall also provide
at each polling station such other equipmentand accessories as may
be requird for taking the poll at such polling station.

(1) On the day fixed for taking poll, the Presiding Officer shall regulate
the number of voters to be admitted at any one time inside the polling
station and shall exclude therefrom all persons other than—

(a) Polling Officers ;

(b) public servants on duty in connection with the election ;

(c) persons authorised by the Returning Officer, District Municipal
Election Officer, Election Commission ;

(d) candidates, their election agents and subject to the provisions of
Rule 27 one polling agent of each candidate at a time ;
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(e) achild in arms accompaning an elector ;

(f) a person accompanying a blind or infirm voter who cannot move
without being helped ; and

(g) such other persons as the Returning Officer or the Presiding Officer
may employ for tile purpose of identifying the voter.

of the poll, satisfy all persons present that the ballot box is empty.

(2) Every ballot box used at a polii ng station shall bear labels pasted both
on the outer and inner side of the ballot box marked with—

(a) the serial number, if any, and the name of the constituency ;

(b) the serial number, and the name of the polling station ;

(c) the serial number of the ballot b ox where more than one ballot box
is used in respect of a particular election ; and

(d) the date of poll ;

(3) Immediately before the commencement of the poll, the Presiding
Officer shall demonstrate to the polling agents and other persons present
that the ballot box bears the labels, referred to in  Sub-Rule (2).

(4) The ballot box shall then be closed, sealed and secured and placed
in full view of the Presiding Officer and the polling agents.

Immediately before the commencement of the poll the Presiding Officer

shall also demonstrate to the polling agents and others present that the marked

copy ofthe electoral rolls to be used during the polls does not contain any entry

other

Identification of 39.
Electors.

than the marked “EDV” against any name.
(1) The Presiding Officer may employ at the polling station such persons

as he thinks fit to help in the identification of the electors to assist him or
otherwise in taking a poll.

(2) The candidate and their election agents or polling agents shall not
speak to or address any intending voter in the polling centre, but may
submit to the Presiding Officer objection against any voter on any of the
following four grounds ;

(a) that his nameis not on the Final Electoral Roll of that constituency
in respect of which the election is being held ;

(b) that his claim to be a certain voter shown on the Final Electoral
Roll is false ;

(c) that he has already voted ; and

(d) where there is more than one polling station in the same building,
he is not entitled to record his vote at the polling station in respect of which
the objection is raised.
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(3) As such voter enters the polling station the Presiding Officer or the
Polling Officer authorised by him in this behalf shall check the elector’s
name and other particulars with the relevant entry in the electoral rolls
and then call out the serial number, name and other particulars of the
voter.

(4) In deciding the right of a person to  obtain a  ballot paper, the
Presiding Officer or the Polling Officer, as the case may be, shall overlook
merely clerical or printing errors in any entry in the electoral rolls, if he
is satisfied that such person is identical with the voter to whom such entry
relates.

(1) Where a polling station is for both men and women voters, the
Presiding Officers may direct that they shall be admitted into the polling
station alternately in separate batches.

(2) The Returning Officer or the Presiding Officer may appoint a
women to serve as an attendant at an polling station to assist the Presiding
Officer generally in taking the poll in respect of women voters, and in
particular to help in searching any women voters in case ic becomes
necessary.

(1) A voter on election duty who wishes to vote shall at least three days
before the date of poll approach the Returning Officer or any officer of
the constituency designated by him in  respect of which he is voter
and make an application in Form-14 for the issue of ballot paper in order
to enable him to cast his vote.

(2) The Rcturining Officer shall on being satisfied as to the identity of
such voter on production of letter of appointment in connection with
election—

(a) have the person’s name marked in the electoral roll ; and
(b) issue to such voter a ballot paper and permit him to voter on the
spot with the instrument provided for the purpose:

Provided that the Returning Officer may fix date and time and place when

such vote may be cast.

Provided further that the contesting candidate, his Election Agent or an
authorised representative shall also be informed of the date, time and place and
requested to remain present when the votes are cast.

(3) After recording his vote, such voter shall make over the ballot paper

to the Returning Officer in a sealed cover.

(4) The Returning Officer shall keep the counterfoil of such ballot paper

in a separate scaled cover.
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(1:hallganging of 42. (1) Any polling agent may challenge the the identity ofa person claiming
entity. to be a particular voter by first depositing a sum of two rupees in cash with the
Presiding Officer for each such challenge.

(2) On such deposit being made, the Presiding Officer shall
(@) warn the person challenged of the penalty for impersonation ;

(b) read the relevant entry in the electoral roll in full and ask him
whether he is the person referred to in that entry ;

(c) enter his name and address in the list or challenged voter in Form-15 ;
(d) require him affix his signature or thumb impression in the said list.

(3) The Presiding Officer shall thereafter hold a summary inquiry into
the challenge and may for the purpose —

(a) require the challenger to adduce evidence in proof of the challenge
and the person challenged to adduce evidence in proof ol his identity ;
(b) put the person challenged any question necessary for the purpose
of establishing his identity and require hi mto answer them on oath ; and
(c) administer an oath to the person challenged and any other person
offering to give evidence.

.(4) If after the inquiry, the Presiding Officer Considers that the challenge
has not been established, he shall allow the person challenged to vote ;
and if he considers that the challenge has been established, he shall debar
the person challenged from voting ;

(5) Ifthe Presiding Officer is of the opinion that the challenge made is
frivolous or has not been mids in good faith he shall direct that the deposit
made under sub-rule (1) be forfeited to the Government, and in any other
case, he shall return it to the challenger at the conclusion of the inquiry.

Safeguard agaist 43. (1) Every voter about whose identity the Presiding Officer or the Polling

Impersonation Officer, as the case may be, is satisfied, shall allow his left torefingcr to
be inspected by the Presiding Officer or the Polling Officer and an
indelible ink mark to be put on it

(2) Ifany voter refuses to allow his left forefinger to be inspected or
marked in accordance with Sub-rule (1) or has already such a mark on his
left forefinger or does any act with a view to removing the ink mark, he
«shall not be supplied with any ballot paper or allowed to vote.

(3) Any reference in this rule to the left forefinger of a voter shill in the
case where the voter has his left forefinger musing be constructed as a
reference to any other finger of his left hand and shall, in the case waere

all the fingers of his left hand are missing to be constructed as a reference
to the forefinger or any other finger of his right hand, and shall in the
case where all his fingers of both the hands are missing be constructed as
reference to such extremity of his left or right arm as he possesses.



Issue of Ballot 44. (1) Every ballot paper shall before issue to a voter, be stamped with such
paper to Voters distinguishing mark as the Election Commission may direct and signed in
full on its back by the Presiding Officer
(2) Except as provided in Rule 41, no ballot paper shall be issued to any
voter before the hour fixed for the commencement of the poll.
(3) No ballot paper shall be issued to any voter after the hour fixed for
the closing of the poll except to those voters who are present at the
polling station at the time of closing of the poll. Such voters shall be
allowed to record their vote even after the closing of the poll.
(4) At the time of issuing a ballot paper to a voter, the Polling Officer
shall—

(@) record on its counterfoil the electoral roll number of the voter as
entered in the marked copy of the electoral roll ;

(b) obtain the signature or thumb impression of the said voter on the

said counterfoil ;

(c) marked the name of the voter in the marked copy of the electoral

roli to indicate that a ballot paper has been issued to him, without how-

ever recording therein the serial number of the ballot paper issued to the
voter.

Provided that no ballot paper shall be delivered to an elector unless he
has put his signature or thumb impression on the counterfoil of that ballot
paper.

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-rule (4) it shall not be

necessary for any Presiding Officer or Polling Officer or any other Officer

to attest the thumb impression of the elector on the counterfoil.

(6) No person in the polling station shall note down the serial nhumbers

of the ballot paper issued to particular voters.

Maintenance 45. (1) Every elector to whom a ballot paper has been issued under Rule

of secrecy of 44 or under any other provision of these rules, shall maintain secrecy
}/grlsmv?/itﬁ?lneg)%ﬁ: ofvotingwithinthc polliagstationandfor that purpose observethe voting
ling stating and voting procedure hereinafter laid down.

]
voting procedure! (2) The voter on receiving the ballot papers shall forthwith—

(@) proceed to one of the voting compartments ;
(b) there make a mark on the ballot paper with the instrument supplied
for the purpose on or near the symbol of the candidate for whom he

intends to vote;
(c) fold the ballot paper so as to conceal his vote ;

(d) if required, show to the Presiding Officer the distinguish! ngmark on
the ballot paper.
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(e) insert the folded ballot paper into the ballot box ; and
(f) quit the polling station.

4 . »
(g) rvery voter shall vote without undue delay.

(4) No voter shall be allowed to enter a voting compartment when
another voter is inside it.

(5) If avoter to whom a ballot paper has been issued, refuses, after
warning given by the Presiding Officer, to observe the procedure as
laid down in sub-rule (2), the baliot paper issue to him shall, whether he
has recorded his vote thereon or not, be taken back from him by the
Presiding Officer or a Polling Officer under the direction of the
Presiding Officer. '

(6) After the baljot paper has been taken back, the Presiding Officer
shall record on its back the works “Cancelled voting procedure violated”
and put his signature below these words.

(7) All the ballot papers on which the words “Cancelled : Voting
Procedure Violated” are recorded shall be kept ina seperatc cover
which shall bear on its face the word “Ballot Papers; Voting Procedure
Violated”.

(8) Without prejudice to any other penalty to which a voter, from

whom a ballot paper has been taken back under sub-rule (5), may be

liable, the vote, iI any. recordetlj on suct\ ballot p”per spzsyl not be counted.
y Vv * 1 eee’ ;e .

(1) Ifthe Presiding Officer is satisfied that owing to blindness or other
physical infirmity avoter is unable to recognise the symbols on the ballot
paper or to make a mark thereon without assistance, the Presiding Officer
shall permit the voter to take with him a companion of not less than
eighteen years of age to the voting compartment for recordings the vote

on the ballot paer on his behalfand in accordance with his wishes, and,
if necessary, for folding the ballot paper so as to conceal the vote and

inserting it into the ballot box :

Provided that no person shall be permitted to act as thecompanion of more
than one voter at any polling station on the sariie day.

Provided further that before any person is permitted to act as the companion

of avoter on any day under this rule, the person shall be required to declare
inform 16that he will keep secret the vote recorded by him on behalf of the
voter and that he has not already acted as the companion of any other voter
at any polling station on that day.

(2) Tne Presiding Officer shall keep a record of blind and infirm voter in

Form 16 (A).
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(D A voter who has inadvertantly dealt with his ballot paper in such
manner that it cannot be conveniently use as a ballot paper may, on
returning it to the Presiding Officer and on satisfying him of the
inadvertence, be given another ballot paper, and the ballot paper so
returned and the counterfoil of such ballot paper shall be marked as
“Sp-oilt cancelled” by the Pre>iding Officer.

(2) [Ifavoter, after obtaining a ballot paper decides not be use it,
shall return it to the Presiding Officer, and the ballot paper so returned
and the counterfoil of such ballot paper shall be marked as “Returned
Cancelled” by the Presiding Officer.

(3) All ballot papers candcellcd under sub rule (1) or sub-rule (2) shall
be kept in a separate packet.

(1) Ifa person representing himself to be a particular voter applies
for a ballot paper after another person has already voted as such voter,
ha shali, on satisfactorily answering such questions relating to his
identity as the Presiding Officer may ask, be entitled, subject to the
following provisions of this rule to mark a ballot paper (hereinafter
in these rules referred to as a “tendered ballot paper)” in the same
manner as any other elector.

(2) Every such person shall, before being supplied with a tendered
ballot paper, sign his name against the entry relating to himin a list in
Form No. 17.

(3) A tendered ballot paper shall be the sa lie as tjie other ballot papers
used at the polling except that—

(a) such tendered ballot paper shall be serially the lastin the bundle of
ballot papers issued for use at tie polling station ; and

(b) suchtendered ballot paper andits counterfoil shall be endorsed on
the back with the words “tendered ballot Paper” by the Presiding, Officer
in his own hand and signed by him,

(4) The voter, after marking a tendered ballot paper in the voting
compartment and folding it, shall, instead of putting in into the ballot
box, giveittothe Presiding Officer, who shall place it in a cover specially
kept for the purpose.

(1) The Presiding Officer shall close a polling station at tile hour
fixed in that behalf under Rule 11 and shall not thereatfer admit any
elector into the polling station

Provided that all electors presentatthe polling station before it is closed
shall be allowed to cast their votes.

(2) Ifany question arises whether an elector was present at the polling
station before it was closed, it shall be decided by the Presiding Officer
and his decision shall be final.
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(1) As soon as practicable after the closing of the poll, the Presiding
Officer shall close the slit of the ballot box, and where the box does
not contain any mechanical device to cloie the slit, he shall seal up
slit and also allow any polling agents present to affix his seal.

(2) The ballot box shall thereafter be sealed and secured.

(3) Where it becomes necessary to use a second ballot box by reason
of the first ballot box getting full, tils first box shall be dosed, sealed
and secured as provided in sub-rules (1) and sub-rule (2) before another
ballot box is put into use.

(1) The Presiding Officer shall , at the close of the poll, prepare ballot
paper account in Form 18 and encolse it in a separate cover with the
words “Ballot paper Account” superscribed.

(2) The Presiding Officer shall furnish to every polling agent present at the
close of the poll a true copy of the entries made in the ballot paper
account duly attested by him after obtaining a receipt from the said
polling agent therefor.

52 (1) The presiding Officer shall then make into separate packets:-

53.

(a) the marked copy of the electroal roll;
(b) the counterfoils of the used- ballot paper;

(c) the ballot papers signed in full by the Preisding Officer but not
issued to the voters ;

(d) any other ballot papers not issued to the voters ;
(e) the ballot papers cancelled for violation of voting procedure ;

(f) any other cancelled ballot papers ;

(9) the cover containing the tendered ballot papers and the list in
Form—17;

(h) the list of challenged votes ;

(i) any other papers directed by the Election Commission to be kept
in a sealed packet.

(2) Each such packet shall be sealed with the seats of the Presiding

Officer and with the seals, either of ths candidate or of his election agent

or of his polling agent who may be present at the polling station and may

desire to affix his seals thereon ;

(1) The presiding Officer shall, as early as possible deliver or cause

to be delivered to the Returning Officer at Such place as the Returning

Officer may direct—

() The ballot boxes or, as the case may be the bag of cover referred

to in rule—50.

(b) the ballot paper account ;
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(c) the sealed packets referred to in rule 52 ; and

£d) all other papers used at the poll.

if
(2) 1hc Returning Officer shall make adequate'arrangements tor ihe

transport of all ballot boxes, packets and other papers and for their
safe custody until) the commencement of tile counting of votes.

(1) Ifat an election, the proceedings at any polling station are
interrupted or obstructed by riot or open violence or if at an election
it 5 not possibc to take the poll at any polling station on account of
any natural calamity, or any other sufficient ciuse, the Returning
Officer or the Presiding Officer for such polling station shall announce
and adjournment of the poll to a date lo be fi ;c 1later and where the poll
is so adjourned by the Presiding Officer he shall forthwith inform the

Returning Officer concerned.

(2) Wherever a poll is adjourned under sub-rule (1) the Returning
Officer shall immediately report the circumstances to the District
Municipal Election officer ana the Election Commission and to the State
Government. The Election Commission in consultation with the
State Government shall, by notification, fix date and hours on which
the poll shall recommence and the District Municipal Election Officer
shall fix the polling station at which the poll shall be taken.

(1) Ifthe poll at any polling station is adjourned under rule 54, the
provisions of the rule 50 to 52 (both inclusive) shall, as far as
practicable apply as if the poll was closed at the hour fixed in that

behalf under rule 11.

(2) Inany adjourned poll the voters who havealredy voted at the poll
so adjourned snail not be allowed to vote again.

(3) The Returning Officer shall provide the Presiding Officer of the
polling station at which such adjourned poll is held with the sealed

packet containing the market copy of the list of voters other sealed
packets, the original ballot box containing the polled ballot papers

and a new ballot box.

(4) The Presiding Officer shall open the scaled packets in the presence
of the polling agents present and use the market copy of the list of voters

at the adjourned poll.

(5) The provision of rules 32 to 52 (both inclusive) shall apply in
relation to the conduct of an adjourned poll as they apply in relation to

the poll before it was so adjourned.
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It at a poll

(a) any ballot box used at a polling station is unlawfully taken out of
the custody of the presiding Officer, or is accidently or intentionally
destroyed or is lost, ori sdamaged or tampered with, to sucfi

an extent, that the result of the poll at that polling station cannot be
ascertained, or

(b) any such error or irregularity in procedure as is likely to vitiate the
poll is committed at a polling station or at a place fixed for the poll.

the Presiding Officer shall forthwith report the matter to the Returning

Officer/District Municipal Election Officer who will immediately report
the same to the Election Commission and to the State Government.

(2) Thereupon, the District Municipal Election Officer shall, after
taking all material circumstances into account, either.

(a) declare the poll at the polling station to be void ; or

(b) if satisfied that, the result of a fresh poll at the polling station will
not in any way, alter the result of the election or that error or
irregularity in procedure is not material, issue such directions to the
Returning Officer as he may deem proper for the further conduct and
completion of the election.

(3) Where apoll at a polling station is declared to be void under
clause (a) ot sub rule (2), the District Municipal Election Officer shall
immediately report the matter to the Election Commission and also to
the State Government. The Election Commission in consultation with
the State Government shall, by notification, fix a date and time for
taking a Iresh poll and thereupon the District Municipal Election
Officer shall, fix the polling station at which poll shall be taken.

(4) The provisions of these rules or orders made thereun shall apply
to every such fresh poll as they apply to the original poll.
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CHAPTER—IV
COUNTING OF VOTES
57. in this pan, unless the context otherwise requires—

(a) “Candidate” means a contesting candidate ;
(b) “Constituency” means a Constituency of a Municipality.

(c) “Counting Agent” means a counting Agent duly appointed
under these rules and includes a candidate and the election
agent of a candidate is who present in the counting ;

58. The Returning Officer shall at least one week before the date,
or the first of the dates, fixed for the poll, appoint the place or places
where the counting of votes will be done and the date and time at which
the counting will commence and shall give a notice of the same in writing
to each candidate or his election agent.

Provided that if for any reason the Returning Officer finds it necessary
so to do he may alter the date, time and place or places so fixed or
any of them alter giving notice of the same in wirting to each candidate or
his election agent.

59. (1) Each contesting candidate or his election agent may appoint
such number of agents to act as counting agent as the Election Commi-
ssion may direct by a general or special order.

(2) Every such appointment shall be made in Form 19 in dupli-
cate. one copy of which shall be forwarded to the Returning Officer while
the other copy shall be made over to the counting agent for production
before the Returning Officer not later than one hour before the time fixed
for counting under rule 58.

(3) No counting agent shall be admitted into the place fixed for
counting unless he has delivered to the Returning Officer the second copy
of his appointment letter under sub-rule (2) after duly completing and
signing the declaration contained therein and receiving from the Return-
ing Officer pass valid for entry into the places fixed for counting.

(4) The revocation of appointment of counting agent at any time
shall be made in Form 20 and lodged with the Returning Officer.

(5) In the event of such revocation before the commencement of
the counting of votes the candidate or his election agent may make a
fresh appointment in accordance wth the sub-rule (2).

60. (1) The Returning Officer shall, exclude from the place fixed for
counting of votes all persons except—
(a) such persons authorised by the Election Commission ;
(b) persons authorised by the District Municipal Election Officer ;
(c) public servant on duty in connection with the election ;
(d) candidates or their election agent and Counting agent; and

(e) such persons to be known as Counting supervisor and Count-
ing Assistant as he may appoint to assist his in the counting.
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(2) No person who has been employed by or on behalf of, or
has been otherwise working for a candidate in or about election shall be

appointed under clause (c) of sub-rule (1).

(3) The Returning Officer shall decide which Counting Agent
or Agents shall watch the Counting at any particular counting table or
group of counting tables.

(4) The Returning Officer shall not allow more than one count-
ing agent of a candidate &t any time in the counting hall.

(5) Any person who during the counting of votes misconducts
himself or iaiis to obey lawful direction of the Returning Officer may be
removed from the place where the votes are being counted by the Return-
ing Officer or by any Police Officer on duty or by person authorised in
this behalf by the Returning Officer.

61. The Returning Officer shall before he commences the counting

Maintenance ) ! ‘ '
(t)ftt?e%ecy explain the necessity for maintenance of secrecy of voting to such per-

a e coun-

ting Centre. sons as may be present.

Counting 62. (1) The Returning Officer shall first deal with the ballot papers
X/%?s"ﬁ%ece- received by him in sealed covers under Rule 33.
Sealed Cover. (2) The sealed covers shall be opened one after another in the

presence of candidates or their election agent or counting agent.

(3) The Returning Officer shall count all the valid votes in the
sealed covers and record the total number thereof in the counting sheets
in Form 21 and announce the same.

(4) Thereafter all the valid ballot papers and all the rejected
ballot papers shall be separately bundled and kept together in a packet
which shall be sealed by the Returning Officer and such of the candidates
and election agents or counting agents as may desire to affix their seal on
the packet shall be permitted to do so. On the envelope shall be recorded
the name of the constituency, the date of counting and the brief descrip-
tion of the contents.

(5) No Ballot papers received in a sealed cover may be rejected
except on the ground specified in Rule 64.

Scrutiny 63. (1) The Returning Officer shall open the ballot boxes in presence
and opening ~ Of the candidate or their election agent or counting agent.

of Ballot . .

Boxes. (2) Before any ballot box is opened at the counting table the

counting agents present at the table shall be allowed to inspect the seal
as might have been affixed thereon and to satisfy themselves that it is in-

tact.
u50 -

(3) The Returning Officer shall satisfy himself that none of the
ballpt boxes has, in l’iact5¥ been t%mpered with.
(4) If the Returning Officer is satisfied that any of the ballot

baxes has in fact been tampered with, he shall not count the ballot papers
contained in the Ballot box and shall follow the procedure laid down in

Rule 48 in respect of that Polling Station.
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Scrutiny 64. (1) The ballot papers taken out of each ballot box shall be
Ia_md R]gj%c-” . arranged in convenient bundles and scrutinised.
'OSaSers,a ° (2) The Returning Officer shall reject a ballot paper.
(a) if it bears any mark or writing by which the voter can be
identified ; or

(b) if to indicate the vote, it bears no mark at all or bears mark
made otherwise than with the instrument supplied for the
purpose; or

(c) if votes are given in favour of more than one candidate ; or

(d) if itis a spurious ballot paper ; or

(c) if itis so damaged or mutilated thatits identity as a genuine
ballot paper cannot be established : or

(f) if itbears a serial number or is of a design different from
the serial numbers, or as the casemay be, design of the
ballot papers authorised for use at the particular polling
station;

() if it does not bear both the mark and signature which it should
have borne under the provision of these Pwules :

Provided that where the Returning Officer is satisfied that any such
defect as is mentioned in Clause (g) has been caused by any mistake, or
failure on the part of the Presiding Officer or Polling Officer, the ballot
paper shall not be rejected merely on the ground of such defects ;

Provided further that a ballot paper shall not be rejected merely on
the ground that the mark indicating the vote is indistinct or made more
than once, if the intention that the vote shall be for a particular candi-
date clearly appears from the way the paper is marked.

(3) Before rejection of any ballot paper under Sub-Rule (2) the
Returning Officer shall allow the candidate or his election agent and the
counting agent present a reasonable opportunity to inspect the ballot
paper, but shall not allow him to handle it or any other ballot paper.

(4) The Returning Officer shall endorse on every ballot paper
which he rejects the word “rejected” and the grounds of rejection in
abbreviated form either in his own hand or by means of a rubber stamp
and shall initial such endorsement.

(5) All ballot papers rejected under this Rule shall be bundled
together.

(6) Every ballot paper which is not rejected under this Rule shall
be counted as one valid vote ;

Counting 65. (1) For the purpose of counting of votes in respect of election

of Votes. to a Municipality a mark in the ballot paper which is not rejected under
Rule 56 shall be counted as one valid vote for the candidate in whose
favour the voting mark has been validity given.

2 During the progress of counting of vote in connection with
the Municipality, the Returning Officer shall count all the valid votes in
the ballot box and record the total numbers thereof, in the counting sheet
in Form 21. i



26

(?) After the counting of all ballot papers contained in the
ballot box used at a polling station has been completed

(@) the counting supervisor shall fill in and sign part-11 of
ballot paper account in Form 18 which shall also be
signed by the Returning Officer ;

(b) the Returning Officer shall make the entries in result
sheets in the Form 22 and announce the particulars.

Sealing_of used 66. (1) The valid ballot papers of each candidate and the rejected

Ballot Papers. ballot papers shall thereafter be bundled separately and such bundles! f
made up into a separate packets which shall be sealed with the seals ’
of the Returning Officer and such of the candidates, their election j
agent or counting agent as may desire to affix their seals thereon j
and on the packet so sealed shall be recorded the following parti-
culars, namely—

(@ the name and number of the constituency;

(b) the particulars of the polling stations where the ballot
papers were used ; and

(c) the date of counting.

Counting to be 67. The Returning Officer shall, as far as practicable, proceed
Continuous. continuously with the counting of votes and shall during any
intervals when the counting has to be suspended, keep the ballot
papers, packets and other papers relating to the election sealed with
his own seal or the seal of such candidate or election or counting
agent as may desire to affix their seals and shall cause adequate
precautions to be taken for their safe custody during such intervals.

tt
Recounting of 68. (1) After completion of the counting of vote the Returning
Vote. Officer shall record in the counting sheet in Form 21 the total number
of votes polled by each candidate and announce the same.
2 After such announcement has been made, a candidate

or in his absence, his election agent or any of his counting agents
may apply in writing to the Returning Officer to recount the votes
either wholly or in part stating the grounds on which he demand
such recount.

(3) On such an application being made the Returning Officer

shall decide the matter and may allow the application in whole or
in part or may reject it in to if it appears ot him to be frivolous

or unreasonable.

(4) Every decision of the Returning Officer under sub-
rule (3) shall be in writing and contain reasons thereof and shall be
final.

(5) If the Returning Officer decides under sub-rule (3) to
allow recounting or votes either wholly or in part he shall—

(a) do the recounting in accordance with the rule 65 ;

(b) amend the counting sheet in Form 21 to the extent necessary
after such recounting; and
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(¢) announce the amendment so made by him

(6) After the total number of votes polled by each candidate
has been announced wunder sub-rule (i) or sub-rule (5), the
Returning Officer shall complete and sign the counting sheet in
Form 21 and no application for recounting shall be entertained there-
after :

Provided that no step under this sub-rule shall be taken on the
completion of the counting until the candidates or their election
agents or counting agent present at the completion thereof have
been given a reasonable opportunity to exercise the right conferred
by sub-rule (2).

\Eg?ei“ty of 69. If, on completion of counting of votes of a constituency, an
: equality of wvotes is found to exist between any candidates and the
addition of one vote will entitle any of those candidates to be
declared elected, the Returning Officer shall forthwith decide between
those candidates by lot and proceed as if the candidate on whom the

lot falls had received an additional vote.

Declaration_of 70. (1) On the completion of counting of votes and signing of

EgrS]m;SndOfRELEC- results sheets in Form 22 the Returning Officer shall m

urn ofElection. (@) declare the results in Form 23, the candidate to whom
the largest number of valid votes have been cast, to be

duly elected ;

(b) inform the District Municipal Election Officer, Election
Commission and the State Government of the result of
the poll. The Election Commission shall cause the names
of elected candidate published in the Official Gazette ;

(c) permit any candidate or his election agest or counting
agent to lake a copy of extract from, such return which shall
be prepared by the Returning Officer after the declaration
of result.

2 As soon as may be after a candidate has been declared
to be elected the Returning Officer shall grant to such candidates a
certificate of election in Form 24 and obtain from the candidate an
acknowledgement of its receipt duly signed by him and immediately
sent the acknowledgement to the concerned places as per instruc-
tion of the Election Commission.

71. (1) After completing the counting of votes in an election the
Returning Officer shall then make into separate, packets
(@ Counting sheets in Form—; 21
(b) result sheets in Form— ; 22
(c) the ballot paper account in Form—18
and

(d) any other papers directed by the Flection Commission to be
kept in sealed packet.

Sealing of
packets.
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2 Each such packet shall be sealed with the seals of the Return-

ing Ofhcer and with the seals either of the candidate or his election agent
or of his counting agent who may be present at tire counting hall and
nay desire to affix his seal thereon.

72. () The Returning Officer, shall then deliver or cause to be
delivered to the District Municipal Election Officer, at such place as the
District Municipal Election Officer may direct—

(a) the ballot boxes;

(b) the ballot paper account;

(c) the sealed packets referred to in Rule 52 ; and
(d) all other papers used at the poll.

2 The District Municipal Election Officer shall make adequate

arrangement for the safe transport of all ballot boxes, packets and other
papers and for their safe custody.

73. (1) Every candidate at an election shall, either by himself or by
his elction agent, keep a separate and correct account of all expenditure in
connection with the election incurred or authorised by him or by his elec-
tion agent between the date on which he has been nominated and the date
of declaration of the result thereof, both dates inclusive.

Explanation 1—Notwithstanding any judgement, order or decision of
any court to the contrary, any expenditure incurred or authorised in
connection with the election of a candidate by a political party or by any;
other association or body of persons or by any individual other than the
candidate or his election agent shall not be deemed to be, and shall not
ever be deemed to have been, expenditure in connection with the election
incurred or authorised by the candidate or by his election agent for the
purpose of this sub-rule:

Provided that nothing contained in this Explanation shall affect any
judgement, order o decision of the Civil Court whereby the election of a
candidate has been declared void or seatside.

Explanation Il.—For the removal of doubt, it is hereby declared that
any expenditure incurred in respect of any arrangements made, facilities
provided or any other act or thing done by any person in the
service of the Government and belonging to any of the classes mentioned
in clause (7) of section 123 of the Representation of the people Act, 1951,
in the discharge or puported discharge of his official duly as mentioned
in the proviso to that clause shall not be deemed to be expenditure in
connection with the election incurred or authorised by a candidate or by
his election agent for the purpose of this sub-section.

(2) The account shall contain such particulars as provided in
rule 74;

(3) The total of the said
amount as specified in rule 78.

(4) Every contesting candidate at an election shall, within thirty
days from the date of election of the returned candidate or, if there are
more than one returned candidate at the election and the dates of their

expenditure shall not exceed such
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elections are different, the latter of those two dates, lodge with the District
Municipal Election Officer an account of his election expenses which shall
be a true copy of the account kepi by him or by his election agent under
sub-rule (1).

74. (1) The account of election expenses to be kept by a candidate or
his election agent shall contain the following particulars in respect of each
item of expenditure from day to day, namely—

(a) the date on which the expenditure was incurred or autho-
rised ;

(b) the nature of the expenditure (as for example, travelling,
postage or printing and the like);

1(c) the amount of the expenditure—
(i) the amount paid ; and
(ii) the amount outstanding ;
(d) the date of payment;
(e) the name and address of the payee;
(f) the serial number of'vouchers, in case of amount paid;
(9) the serial number of bills if any, in case of amount outstand ;
ing;
(h) the name and address of the person to whom the amount
outstanding is payable.

(2) A voucher shall be obtained for every item of expenditure
unless from the nature of the case, such as postage, travel by rail and the
like, it is not practicable to obtain a voucher.

(3) All vouchers shall be lodged along with the account of elec-
tion expenses, arranged according to the date of payment and serially
numbered by the candidate or his election agent and such serial numbers
shall be entered in the account under item (f) of sub-rule (1).

(4) It shall not be necessary to give the particulars mentioned in
item (e) of sub-rule (1) in regard to the items of,expenditure for which
v?uchers have not been obtained under sub-rule (2).

75. The District Municipal Election Officer shall, within two days
from the date on which the account of election expenses has been lodged
by a candidate, cause a notice to be affixed to his notice board, specifying—

(a) the date on which the account has been lodged ;

(b) the name of the candidate ; and

<c) the time and place at which such account can be inspected.
. v /

x

76. Any person shall on payment of a fee of one rupee be entitled to
inspect any such account and on payment of such fee as may be fixed by
the Election Commission in this behalf be entitled to obtain attested
copies of such account or of any part thereof.
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7. As soon as may be after the expiration of time specified for the

lodging of the accounts of election expenses at any election the District
Municipal Election Officer shall report to the Election Commission—

(a) the name of each contesting candidate ;

(b) whether such candidate has lodged his account of election
expenses and if so, the date on which such account has been
lodged ; and

(c) whether in his opinion such account has been lodged within
the time and in the manner required by these rules.

(2) Where the District Municipal Election Officer is of the opinion
that the account of election expenses of any candidate has not been lodged
in the manner required by the Rules, he shall with every such report
forward to the Election Commission the account of election expenses
of that candidate and the vouchers lodged along with it.

(3) Immediately after the submission of the report referred to in
sub-rule (1), the Distrct Municipal Election Officer shall publish a copy
thereof by affixing the same to his notice board.

(4) As soon as may be after the receipt of the report referred to in
sub rule (1) the Election Commission shall consider the same and decide
whether any contesting candidate has failed to lodged the account of
election expenses within, the time and in the manner required by these

(5) Where the Election Commission decides that a contesting
candidate has failed to lodge his account of election expenses within the
time and in manner required by these rules, it shall, by notice in writing,
call upon the candidate to show cause why he should not be, disqualified
for the failure.

(6) Any contesting candidate who has been called upon to show
cause under sub-rule (5) may, within twenty days of the receipt of such
notice, submit in response of the matter a representation in writing to the
Election Commission and shall at the same time send to the District Munici-
pal; Election Officer a copy of his representation together with a complete
account of his election expenses if he had not already furnished such an
account.

(7) The District Municipal Election Officer s’r){all, within five days
for the receipt thereof, forward to the Election Commission the copy of
the representation and the account (if any) with such comments as he
w}jzgh?& to make thereon.

’ (s) If, after considering the representation submitted by. the
candidate and the comments made by the District Municipal Election Offi-
cer and after such inquiry as it thinks, fit, the Election Commission is satis-
fied that the candidate has no good reason or justification for the failure
to lodge his account, it shall declare him to be disqualified for a period
of six years from the date of the order, and cause the order to be pub-
lished in the official gazette.

e >78.,-The total of the expenditure of which account is to be kept and
which is incurred or authorised in connection with an election in Munici-
palit}] shall not exceed rupees ten thousand. i P11
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CHAPTER—V.
MISCELLANEOUS

79. If, at any election to the Municipality no nomination is filed by

any candidate against a constituency or if nomination or nominations
filed for any constituency is or are found to be invalid or if such election
to fill any cnostituericy is countermanded, the Returning Officer shall
forthwith report the same to the Election Commission and thereupon
election of member or members to fill any such vacancy or vacancies shall
be held under the provision of these rules as soon as possible.

80. (1) The time within which a person may resign all but one of the

constituency of a Municipality from which he has been elected shall be—

(a) fourteen days from the date of his election ;

(b) where the dates of his election are different in respect of
different constituencies fourteen days from the last of those
dates.

(2) such resignation shall be addressed to—

(a) the Chairperson of the Municipality ;

(b) where the office of the Chairperson is for the time being
vacant or is deemed to be in abeyance, the Vice Chair-
person of Municipality;

(c) where the post of the Vice-Chairperson is also for the time
being vacant or is, deemed to be in abeyance, to the Election
Commissigner.

(3) There the resignation has been addressed to the Electon
Commission under sub rule (2), the Election Commission shall, as soon
as may be after the receipt of the resignation, sent a copy thereof to the
Secretary of the Municipality concerned.

8l. When the constituency of a member elected to a Municipality
becomes vacant by reason of his death, resignation, removal or otherwise
the Election Commission in consultation with the State Government shall
fix a dale as soon as conventiently may be for holding byc-election to fill
the vacancy and the provisions of these Rules shall thereupon apply
mutalis mutandi?. ) ”

©» Ve

82. (1) The deposit made under Rule 12 shall either be returned to
the person making it or his legal representative or be forfeited to the State
Government in accordance with the provisions of these Rules.

2 Except in case hereinafter mentioned in this Rule, deposit

Shall be returned as soon as practicable after result of the election is

declared.

(3) If the candidate is not shown in the list of contesting candi-
dates, or if he dies before the commencement of the poll, the deposh shall
be returned as soon as practicable after the publication of the list or after
his death' to his heih'as the case may be.

(4) Subject to the provision of sub-rule (3), the deposit shall be
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forfeited if at an election where a poll has been taken, the candidate is not,
elected and the number of valid votes polled by him is less than one sixth
of the valid votes polled by all. the candidates.

83. (1) All ballot boxes used at an election shall be kept in such
custody as the Election Commission may direct.
(2) The District Municipal Election Officer shall keep in safe
custody—
(a) the packets of unused ballot papers with counterfoils attached
thereto ;
(b) the packets of used ballot papers whether valid, tendered or
rejected ;
(c) the packets of the counterfoils of used ballot papers ;
(d) the packets of the marked copy of the electoral roll;

(e) the packets of the declarations by electors arid the attestation
of the valid voles polled by all the candidates.

(f) all other papers relating to the election.

84. (1) While in the custody of the District Municipal Election Offi-
cer, as the case may be, the Returning Officer—

(a) the packets of unused ballot papers with counterfoils attached
thereto s.

(b) the packets of used ballot papers whether valid, tendered or
- rejected ;

(c) the packets of the counterfoils of used ballot papers ;
(d) the packets of the marked copy of the electoral roll;

(e) the packets of the declarations by electors and the attestation
1 of their signatures;

. Shall not be opened and their contents shall not be inspected by,
or produced before, any person or authority except under the order of a
competent court. , !

85. Subject to any direction to the contrary given by the' Election
Commission or by a competent court or tribunal—

(a) the packets of unused ballot papers shall be. retained for a
period of three months and shall'thereafter be destroyed by
burning in such manner as the Election Commission may
direct ;

(b) the other packets referred to in sub-rule (1) or Rule 75
e shall be retained for a period of six months and shall there-
after be destroyed by burning :

Provided that packets containing the counterfoils of used ballot
papers shall not be destroyed except with the previous approval ©f the

Election Commissioner. :

(c) all other papers relating to the election shall be retained for
a period of six riicnth:; and shall thereafter be destroyed by
burning.
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s6. (1) The District Magistrate or any Sub-Divisional Magistrate
authorised by him in this behalf, (herein after in this rule referred to as

the requisitioning authority) if it appears to him m connection with an
election under this Act—

(a) that any premises are needed or are likely to be needed for
the purpose of being used as a polling station or for the
storage of ballot boxes after the poll has been taken, or

(b) that any vehicle, vessel or animal is needed or is likely to
be needed for the purpose of transport of ballot boxes to or
from any polling station or transport of members of the
police force for maintaining order during the conduct of such
election or transport of any officer or other person for per-
formance of any duties in connection with a such election
by order in writing requisition such premises, or as the case
may be such vehicle, vessel or animal andmay make such
further order as may appear to him tobe necessaryor expe-
dient in connection with the requisitioning :

Provided that no vehicle, vessel or animal which is being lawfully
used by a candidate or his agent for any purpose connected with the
election of such candidate shall be requisitioned under this sub-rule until
the completion of the poll at such election.

(2) The requisition shall be effected by an order in writing
addressed to the person deemed by the requisitioning authority to be
owner or person in possession of the property and such order shall be
served on the person to whom it is addressed.

(3) Whenever any property is requisitioned under sub-rule (1) the
period of such requisitioning shall not extend beyond the period for which
such property is required for any of the purposes mentioned in that sub-
rule.

(4) In this rule—

(a) “Premises” means any land, building or part of a building
and includes a hut, shed or other structure or any part
thereof ;

(b) “Vehicle” means any vehicle used or capable of being used
for the purpose of road transport, whether propelled by
mechanical power or otherwise.

87. (1) Whenever in pursuance of Rule ss any premises are requisi-
tioned, there shall be paid to the person interested, compensation of the
amount which shall be determined by taking into consideration the
following namely;

(i) the rent payable in respect of the premises, or if no rent is
payable, the rent payable for similar premises in the locality;

(i) if in consequence of the requisition of the premises, the person
interested is compelled to change his residence or place of
business, the reasonable expenses, if any, incidential to such
change:



Provided that any person interested, being aggrieved by the
amount of compensation so determined under this sub rule, may apply
within thirty days from the date of order determining the compensation to
the Secretary/Commissioner/Principal Secretary to the Government of
Tripura, Urban Development Department for a review. The decision of
the Secretary/Commissioner/Principal Secretary to the Government of
Tripura, Urban Development Department shall be final.

Explanation: In this sub rule, the expression “person interested”
means the person who was in actual possession of the premises requisi-
tioned under rule ss immediately before the requisition or where no person
was in such actual possession, the owner of such premises.

2 Whenever in pursuance of rule ss any vehicle, vessel or any
animal is requisitioned there shall be paid to the owner thereof an amount
which shall be determined by the requisitioning authority on the basis of
the fares or rates prevailing in the locality for the hire of such vehicle,

vessel or animal;

Provided that where immediately before the requisition the vehicle or
vessel was by virtue of hire purchase agreement in the possession of a
person other than the owner, the amount determined under this sub rule
as the total compensation payable in respect of the requisition shall be
apportioned between the person and the owner in such manner as may be
agieed upon, and in default of agreement, in such manner as the Requisi-
tioning Authority in this behalf may decide ;

Provided further that any person interested, being aggrieved by
i. e amount of compensation determined under this sub rule, may apply
wnhin thirty days from the date of the order determining the compensation
to the Secretary/Commissioner/Principal Secretary to the Government of
Tripura, Urban Development Department for review and the decision of

the Government shall be final.

Manner of Ser- gs. An order or requisition under rule s shall be—

vicing 0 Requi-

Nition of p err.i- (@) where a person to whom such order is addressed is a corpora-

ifss*se\{segnddes’ tion or firm, in the manner provided for the service of

Animal . summons in rule 2 of order xxix or rule 3 of order xxx as
the case may be, in the first schedule of the Code of Civil

Procedure, 1908 (Act V of 1908): and

(b) where the person to whom such order is addressed is an indi-
vidual. -

(i) personally by delivering or tendering the order; or
(if) by registered post with acknowledgement due ; or

(iii) if a person cannot be found, by leaving an authentic
copy of the order with any adult member of his family,
or by affixing such copy to some conspicuous part of the
premises in which he is known to have last resided or
carried on business, or personally worked for a gain
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Eviction from 89. (1) Any person remaining in possession of any requisitioned
Requisitioned premises in contravention of any order made under rule ss¢ may be sum-
Premises. marily evicted from the premises by the Requisitioning Authority or any
officer specially empowered by the Requisitioning Authority.
2) The Requisitioning Authority or any Officer so empowered

may, after giving to any woman not appearing in public, reasonable war-
ning and facility to draw, remove or open any latch or lock or bolt or break
open any door of any building or do any other act necessary for effecting
such eviction.

90. (1) When any premises requisitioned under rule se arc to be

Release of released from requisition the possession thereof shall be delivered to the
Pergm'ssifi%;rom person from whom possession was taken at the time when the premises

were requisitioned, or if there is no such person, to the person deemed by
the requisitioning Authority to be the owner of such premises and such
delivery of possession shall be in a full discharge of the Requisitioning
Authority from all liabilities in respect of such delivery, but shall not preju-
dice any right in respect of premises which any other person may be
entitled by any law to enforce against the person to whom the
possession of the premises is so delivered.

(2) When the person to whom the possession of any premises
requisitioned under rule se¢ is to be given under sub rule (1) cannot be
found or his whereabouts are not ascertainable or has no agent or any
other person empowered to accept delivery on his behalf the requisitioning
authority shall cause a notice declaring that such premises are released
from the requisition to be affixed on some conspicuous part of such premises
and the Notice Board in the office of the Requisitioning Authority.

(3) When a notice is affixed on the Notice Board as provided in
sub-rule (2) the premises specified in such Notice shall cease to be subject to
requisition on and from the date of such affixing of the Notice and be
deemed to have been delivered to the person entitled to possession thereof
and the Requisitioning Authority shall not be liable for any compensation
or other claim in respect of such premises for any other period after the

said date.
Penally for con- 91. If any person contravenes any order made under rule ss or rule
gﬁvecr)‘n'joe? reOfa- 80 he shall, on conviction be punished with imprisonment for a term
rd|¥\g the req%i- which may extend to one year or with fine which may extend to
sition. Rs. 1000/- or with both.
CHAPTER—VI
ELECTORAL OFFENCES

Promoting 92. Any person who in connection with an election under these rules
anmity between promotes of attempts to promote on grounds of religion, race, caste,
S{?Sﬁeﬂﬁﬁ?””c community or language, feelings of anmity or hatred between different
Election. classes of the citizens of India shall be punishable with imprisonment for

a term which may extend to three years or with fine, or with both.
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93. (1) No person shall convene, hold or attend any public meeting
in any polling area during the period of forty-eight hours ending with the
hour fixed for the conclusion of the poll for any election in that polling
area.

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of sub-rule (1)
shall be punishable with fine which may extend to two hundred and fifty
Rupees.

94. (1) Any person who at a public meeting to which this rule applies
acts, or incities others to act, in a disorderly manner for the purpose of
preventing the transaction of the business for which the meeting was called
shall be punishable with fine which may extend to two hundred
and fifty rupees.

(2) This rule applies to any public meeting of a political character
held in any constituency between the date of the issue of a notification
under these ruls calling upon the constituency to elect a member and the
date on which such election is held.

3) If any police officer responsibly suspects any person of
ing an offence under sub-rule (1) he may if requested so to do by the
Chairman of the meeting, require that person to declare to him imme-
diately his name and address and, if that person refuses or fails so to declare
his name and address or if the police officer reasonably suspects him of

giving a false name or address, the police officer may arrest him without
warrant.

commit-

95. (1) No person shall print or publish, or cause to be printed or

published any election pamphlet or poster which does not bear on its face
name and address of the printer and the publisher thereof.

(2) No person shall print or cause to be printed any election
pamphlet

(@) unless a declaration as to the identity of the publisher thereof
signed by him and attested by two persons to whom he is
personally know, is delivered by him to the printer in duplicate
and n

(b) unless within a reasonable time after the printing of the docu-
ment, one copy of the declaration is sent by the printer

(i) where it is printed in at Agarlala to the Election Commi-
ssion, and

.. (if) in any other case to the District Municipal Election Officer
of the District in which it is printed.

(3) For the purpose of this rule.

(@) any process for multiplying copies of a document, other
than copying it by hand, shall be deemed to be printing
and the expression ‘Printer’ shall be construed

V-...
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(b) ‘election pamphlet or poster’ means any printed pamphlet,
hand-bill or other document distributed for the purpose
of promoting or prejudicing the election of a candidate
or group of candidates or any placard or poster having
reference to an election, but does not include any hand-
bill, placard or poster merely announcing the date,
time, place and other particulars of an election meeting
or routine instructions to election agents or workers.

4 Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of
sub-rule (1) or sub-rule (2) shall be punishable with imprisonment
for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may
extend to two thousand rupees, or with both.

Maintenance of 9. (1) Every of fleer, clerk, agent or other person who performs
secrecy of any duty in connection with the recording or counting of votes at
voting. an election shall maintain, and aid in maintaining, the secrecy of the

voting and shall not (except for some purpose authorised by or under

any law) communicate to any person any information calculated to
violate such secrecy.

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of sub-
rule (1) shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may
extend to three months or with fine or with both.

Officer. etc. at 97. (1) No person who is a District. Municipal Election Officer,
election not to a Returning Officer or an assistant Returning Officer or a presiding
achat‘;%roﬁgd" or polling Officer at an election or an officer or clerk appointed by

the Returning Officer or the Presiding Officer to perform any duty in
connection with an election shall in the conduct or the management
of the election do any act (other than the giving of vote) for the
furtherance of the prospects of the election of a candidate.

influence voting.

(2) No such person as aforesaid, and no member of a police
force shall endeavour—

(a) to persuade any person to give his vote at an election ;

or
(b) to dissuade any person from giving his vote at an elec-
tion ; or

(c) to influence the voting of any person at an election in
any manner.

- (3) Any person who contravenes the provisions of sub-
rule (1) or sub-rule (2) shall be punishable with imprisonment which
may extend to six months or' with fine or with both.

4 An offence punishable under sub-rule (3) shall be
cognizable.
Prohibition of 93. (1) No person shall, on the date or dates on which poll is
canvassing in taken at any polling station, commit any of the following acts within

«Sion; P mS m the polling, station or in any public or private place within a distance
>ivy of one. hundred metres.of the.polling station. -.
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(a) canvassing for votes, or

(b) soliciting the vote of any elector ; or

(c) persuading any elector not to vote for any particular
candidate; or

(d) persuading any elector not to vote at thj election; or

(e) exhibiting any notice or sign (other than an official
notice) relating to the election.

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of sub-
rule (1) shall be punishable with fine which may extend to two
hundred and fifty rupees.

(3) An offence punishable under this rule shall be
cognizable.

99. (1) No person shall, on the date or dates on which a poll is

Penal f - .
enaity or taken at any polling Station:—

disorderly con-
duct in or near L .
polling station. (a) use or operate within or at the entrance of the polling

station or in any public or private place in the neigh-
bourhood thereof any apparatus for amplifying of repro-

ducing the human voice, such as a megaphone or a
loudspeaker; or

(b) shout, or otherwise act in a disorderly manner, within or
at the entrance of the polling station or in any public or
private place in the neighbourhood thereof;

SO as to cause annoyance to any person Vvisiting the polling
station for the poll, or so as to interfere with the .work of the officers

and other persons on duty at the polling station.

(2) Any person who contravenes, or wilfully aids or abets
the contravention of the provisions of sub-rule (i) shall be punish-
able with imprisonment which may extend to three months or with
fine or with both.

(3) If the Presiding Officer of a polling station has reason
to believe that any person is committing or has committed an offence
punishable under this rule he may direct any police Officer to arrest
such person, and thereupon the police officer shall arrest him.

4 Any Police Officer may take such steps and use such
force as may be reasonably necessary for preventing any contraven-
tion of the privisions of Sub-rule (1), and may seize any apparatus
used for such contravention.

. 100. (1) Any person who during the hours fixed for the poll at
E:r?gtljt():‘[ f;tr rt?1|§ any polling station misconducts himself or fails to obey the lawful
Polling Stations direction of the President Officer may be removed from the Polling

station by the Presiding Officer or by any Police Officer on duty or
by any person authorised in this behalf by such Presiding Officer.

@w CV-V - Xt
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() The powers conferred by sub-rule (1) shall not be
exercised so as to prevent any elector who is authorised/entitled to
vote at a polling station from having an opportunity of voting at
that station.

(3) If any person who has been so removed from a polling
station re-enters the polling station without the permission of the

Presiding Officer, he shall be punishable with imprisonment for a
term which may extend to three months or with fine or with both.

(4) An sub-rule (3) shall be
cognizable.

offence punishable under

101. (111 any person to whom this rule applies is without reason-
able cause guilty of any act or omission in breach of his official duty,

he shall be punishable with fine which may extend to five hundred
rupees.

(2) An
cognizable.

offence  punishable wunder sub-rule (1) shall be

(3) No suit or other legal proceedings shall lie against any
such person for damages in respect of any such act or omission as
aforesaid.

(4) If the persons to who this rule applies are the District
Municipal Election Officers, Pieturning Officers, Assistant Returning
Officers, Presiding Officer, Polling Officers and any other person
appointed to perform any duty in connection with the receipt of
nominations or withdrawal of candidatures, or the recording or
counting of votes at an election and the expression ‘official duty’
shall for the purpose of this rule be construed accordingly, but shall
not include duties imposed otherwise than by or under these rules.

102. If any person in the service of the Government/Central or
State or the Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous District Council acts
in as an election agent or a polling agent or a counting agent of a
candidate at an election he shall be punishable with imprisonment

for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine or with
both.

103. (1) Any person who at any election fraudulently takes, or
attempts to take a ballot paper, out of a Polling ‘ Station, wilfully
aids or abets the doing of any such act, shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year or with fine
which may extend to five hundred rupees or with both.

(2) If the Presiding Officer of a Polling Station has reason
to believe that any person is committing or has committed on offence
punishable under sub-rule (1), such officer may, before such person
leaves the Polling Station, arrest or direct a Police Officer to arrest
such person and search such person or cause *him to be searched by
a Police Officer.
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Provided that when it is necessary to cause a woman to be
searched the search shall be made by another woman with strict regard
to decency.

(3) Any ballot paper found upon the person arrested on
search shall be made over for safe custody to a police officer by the
Presiding Officer, or when the search is made by a police officer shall
be kepi by such officer in safe custody.

(4) An offence punishable under sub-rule (1) shall be
cognizable.

104. (1) A person shall be guilty of an electoral offence if at
election he,

(a) frauduently defaces or fraudulently destroys any nomi-
nation paper; or

(b) fraudulently defaces, destroys or removes any list,
notice or other document affixed by or under the
authority of a Returning Officer; or

(c) fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys any ballot
paper or the official mark on any ballot paper to any
declaration of identity or official envelope used in connec-
tion with voting by postal ballot; or

(d) without due authority supplies any ballot paper to any
person or receives any ballot paper from any person
or is in possession any ballot paper; or

(e) fraudulently puts into any ballot box anythink other
than the ballot paper which he is authorised by law to
put in; or

(f) without due authority destroys, takes, opens or otherwise
interfers with any ballot box or ballot paper then in
use for the purposes of the election; or

(g) fraudulently or without due authority, as the case may
be attempts to do any of the foregoing acts or wilfully
aids or abets the doing of any such acts.

(2) Any person guilty of an electoral offence under this rule
shall—

(@) if he is a Returning Officer or an Assistant Returning
Officer or a Presiding Officer at a Polling Station or any
other Officer or Clerk employed on official duty in
connection with the election, be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years
or with fine or with both.

(b) if he is any other person, be punishable with imprison-
ment for a term which may extend to six months or with
fine or with both.

any



i)

(3) For the purposes of this rule a person shall be deemed
to be on official duty if his duty is to take part in the conduct of an
election or part of an election including the counting of votes or to
be responsible after an election fer the used ballot papers and other
documents in connection with such election, but the expression

‘official duty’ shall not include any duty imposed otherwise than by
or under these rules.

(4) An offence punishable under sub-rule (2) shall be
cognizable.

Removal  of 105. (1) The State Government may issue such general or special
difficulties  if direction as may, in its opinion, be necessary for the purpose of
any by the giving effecet to these rules, or holding any election under the Act.
Government.
(2) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions
of these rules, or in preparation, revision and correction of Electoral
Roll or in holding any election, the State Government if occasion
requires, may by order, do anything not inconsistent with the
provisions of the Act and these rules, which appears to it to be
necessary for the purpose of removing the difficulty.

By order of the Governor,
LALVOHLIANA

Secretary
Government of Tripura.
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APPENDIX
( See Rule 15 )
List of Symbols

TABLE—1

( Symbols reserved for recognised National Parties )

National Parties Symbol Reserved
1 2
1. Bharatiya Janata Party Lotus
2. Communist Party of India Ears of Corn and Sickle
Communist Party of India (Marxist) Hammer, Sickle and Star
4. Indian National Congress Hand
Janata Dal Chakra (Wheel)
Janata Part. Haladhar within wheel (Chakra
Haladhar).
7 Sarrtata Party Flaming Torch
Table—11

( Symbols reserved for recognised State Parties )

-Name of State Party Symbol reserved
1 2

1. Revolutionary Socialist Party Spade and Stoker.

2. Tripura Upajati Juba Samiti Two Leafs.

FIRST SCHEDULE
(Free Symbols)

1. Bicycle 13. Sparrow

2. Boat 14. Swastik within a circle

3. Cart 15. Tiger

4. Elephant 16. Two cultivators returning after
cutting crop

5. Plough 17. Counch

6. Horse

7. Ladder

8. Lion

9. Pot

10. Rising Sun

11. Scales

12. Spade
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FORM—(1)
( See Rule (123 >
Notice is hereby given thmt—

(1) An election is to be held of a Member to.......ccccooveiiirnnnnn. Municipality from
constituency No.............. which is a general constirucucy/constituency reserved lor Scheduled
Castc/Scheduled Tribes/Women *,

(2) Nomination papers may be delivered by a candidate or his pro- oscr to the
Returning Officer/Assistant Returning Officer (designation) ..........ccccccvviins cvvrvverieennnns at

(3) Form of nomination paper may be obtained at the place and ti ne aforesaid :

(4) The nomination papers will be taken tip for scrutiny at (Plice) ...
ON e at (time)...... cooeevevrvenenn, .

(5) votice of withdrawal of candidature may be delivered by a candidate or his
election agent (who has been authorised in writing by the candidate to deliver it to either
of the officers specified in paragraph (2) above at his office before 3 p.m. oh the (date)......

(6) in the event of the election being contested the pol! will be taken on

..... DEtWEEN....cvvecvveceiet} e @NA = NOUT S
Place
Date : . . . . Returning Officer
= Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
FORM (2
(See Rule 13 (2))
Nomination Paper.
I nominate as a candidate for election to the.....ccccees v, Municipality
from the constituency No................. which is a general Constituency/Consti'uency reserved

for Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes/\Women.
Candidate's name... e
His/Her postal address...

His/Her name is entered at Serial No............. in part NO.......coovrnnae sub-part..................
of the electoral roll for the Constituency NO..........c..cu.... Of i . Municipality,
Date....cccooovevrerienns (Signature of proposer)

| the above mentioned candidate assent to this nomination and hereby declare—
a) that 1have completed..........ccooununee. : ... Yyearsofage;
b) that | am set up at this election by.........cc.cccc....... party ;
cj that the symbols | have chosen are, in order of preference ;

d) that except this nomination, | have not given assent to any other nomination
from any other constituency for election asa member of Municipal Council/Nagar
Panchayat.

e) that to the best of my knowledge and belief 1 am qualified and not dis-
qualified for being chosen to fill the seat in the Municipal Council/Nagar Panchayat.
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| further declare that | am a member of the.........c.c.cccen.e. Caste/Tribe which is a
Scheduled Caste/Tribe of the Stale of Tripura. A copy of Seheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe
certificate issued in my favour is enclosed.

Date......ccovereeuenn. . (Signature of Candidate)

Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
(To be filled by the Returning Officer)

Serial NO......ccueeee. of nomination paper.......c.ccccoeevveenennns This nomination
was delivered to me at my office at.........ccooooviveiiiicineas (hours) on ..o (date)
by the candidate/proposer.

Date......ccovevrenenne Returning Officer.

Perforation

Receipt for Nomination paper and Notice of Scrutiny rto be handed ovev to
the person piesenting the Nomination paper)
Serial No. of Nomination Paper

The Nomination P iper Of......ccccoiiiiiiiieeee e » ... candidate
FOr €leCtion 0 ...ooioveieieiee s Municipality from the
CONSEItUENCY NO,.iveviiviiieciciee e was delivered to me at my
Office Al oo (hours) ON..ccccevveicieens (date)
by the candidate/proposer. All nonvnaton papers will be taken up for scrutiny on
(date) Al LIRS hours
Al (Place)
Date : Returning Officer.

FORM (3)
( See Rule (21))
Notice of Nomination
EIECHON 10 ..ot Municipality from
CONSLTUENCY NO......cviiiviiecice e which is a general constituency/
Constituency reserved for Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribes/Women.
Notice is hereby given that the following nominations in respect of the above election
have been received upto 3.00 P.M. to-day.

Sl. No. of Name of Name of Address Name of Electoral Roll

Nomination  Candidate  father/ proposer number of

paper. husband. proposer.
1 2 3 4 5 6

1.

2.

3

4,

5.

6.

Place ;

Date : Returning Officer.



.

45

FORM (4)
( See Rule 23 (1))

list of validly Nominated Candidates.
Election to

...................................................................................... Municipality from
CONSEItUEBNCY NO....oveitiiciiii st which is a general Constituency/
Constituent/ emsts'vsi for Scheduled Castcs/Scheduled Tribes/Women.
Sl- Name of Name of father/ Address of candidate.
No. Candidate. husband.

1 2 3 4~ ~

1

2.

3.

4,

3

6.
Place
Date Returning  Officer.

FORM (5

(See Rule 24 (3) )
Election to

............................................................................. Municipality from
CONSLILUENCY N O which is a general Constituency/
Constituency reserved for Scheduled Castes/Seheduled Tribes/Women.
To
The Returning Officer,

b s ———————— a candidate

nominated at the above election do hereby give notice that | withdraw my candidature.
Place ;—

Date — Signature of Candidate.

Receipt for Notice of Withdrawal
(To be handed over to the person delivering of Notice)
The Notice of withdrawal of candidature by

................................... a candidate for the election to the
was delivered to me by the ..o at my office......cconvviininenn,
..................................................................... (hour) i ON e
(date)

Place —

Date- Returning  Officer.
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FORM (6)
(See Rule 24 (4))
Notice of Withdrawal of Candidature.

EleCtion t0 the  ...ocoiicce s Municipality
from the CONSLItUENCY NO.....oiiiiicie e which is general
constituency/constituency reserved for Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribes/\WWomen.

Notice is hereby given that the following candidate/candidates at the above election
have withdrawn his/her/their candidature/candidatures today.

Sl. Name of Address of Remarks.
No. Candidate Candidate

1 2 3 4
1
2.

3
4.
5

6.

Place —
Date — Returning Officer.

«Strike off which is inappropriate.

FORM (7)
( See Rule 25(1) )
List of contesting Candidates

Election to the.........coooceviiiinicc, ...Municipality from the
Constituency No which is General ConstitUency/Constituency reserved for
Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes/Women.

Sl. Name of Candidate. Address of Symbol
No. Candidate. allotted.
1 2 3 4
1
2
3.
4
5
6
Place :

Date : Signature of Returning Officer.
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FORM? (8;
( See Rule 26(1) )

Appointment oflilcction Agent.

Election to the... T
ection fo the ...Municipality from the

Constituency No....

To
The Returning Officer,

- T

above election, do hereby appoint ...
. as my election agent from this day at the above

eelection,
Place :
Date : Signature of Candidate.
I accept the above appointment.
Place
Dale Signature of Election Agent.

FORM (9)
(See Rule 26 (2))
Revocation of Appointment of Election Agent.

Election to the e ...Municipality from the Constituency NO..................

To

The Returning Officer,
b a candidate at the above election hereby revoke the

my election agent.

Place
Date

Signature of Candidate.
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FORM (10)
(' See Rule 27 (1))
Appointment of Polling Agent

SeleCtion 10 the ..o Municipality from the
Constituency No

I a candidate/the election agent of
who is a candidate at the above election do hereby appoint ...

.............................................. as a polling Agent and appoint .......cccoceoviieieneneienereeie
....................................... as relief polling agent to attend Polling Station NoO..........ccco......
at (Place) oo fixed for the poll.
Place
Date
Signature of Condidate/Eelection Agent.
| agree to act as Polling Agent.
Place : date : Signature of Polling Agent/R lief Polling Agent.F
Declaration of Polling Agent to be signed before Presiding Officer

I hereby declare that at the above election | will not do anything forbidden by Rule 45
ofthe Tripura Municipal (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1994, which | have read/has been
read over to me.

Date : & ignature of Polling Agent/Relief
Polling Agent.

Signed before me.

Date : Signature of Presiding Officer.

FORM (11)
(' See Rule 27 (3))
Revocation of Appointment of Polling Agent.

EIECtioN 0 th € civiecici e Municipality
from the Constituency NO. ... e .
To
The Presiding Officer,

I a candidate/eJection agent
Of o at the above election hereby revoke
the appointment of s polling Agent/Relief Polling
AGENE oo at the Polling Station NO..........ccocvee.
at o ...(Place).
Place :

Date : Signature of Candidate/Election Agent.
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FORM (12)
(See Rule 30 (6))
Declaration of Election when seat is uncontested.

EIeCtion t0 the oo e Municipality
from the Constituency No. ... ... which a general constituency/constituency reserved

for Scheduled Tribes/Schedulcd Castes/Women.
In pursuance ofthe provisions contained ir; sub-rule (b) & (c) of rule 30 of the
Tripura Municipal (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1995, | declare that .......ccccccoeevvvieiiiiienean
(name)... (address)
has been duly elected to till the seat in the said Municipality from flic above Constituency.
He/She is'is not a member of the Scheduled Castcs/Scheduled Tribe.

Place :

Date : Signature of Returning Officer.

FORM (13)
(See Rule 34)
Ballot Paper.
Municipality
Constituency NO......ccocoovieriiiinenne
Electoral Roll Part No.............. Sub-Part No....
Serial No. of voter.....nne
Signature Thumb impression of voter
Perforation
Name of Municipality.............
Constituency No/Year GEN/Bye

Name Symbol

EslsEsiBSlalalalsisIsSislatEils|



FORM 14

See Rule 41(1)
Application for Casting of Vote by person on election duty.
To

The Returning Officer.

......................................................... Municipality Constituency NO........ccocooviirieiivicieiennns

I intend to cast my vote at the ensuing election to the Municipality to be taken at Poll-

iNg StatioB NO.......ccccorviirerrcerriee N e Municipality.

My name is entered at SI. NO.....ccoooevrvvennrciiiee in part No...
SUD-PANt N 0o in the electoral roll of constituency
NO oo Of Municipality.

I have been posted on election duty and produce, herewith, my letter of appointment.

I request that a ballot papcr/papers for election to Municipality may be issued to me
to cast my vote.

Place :
Yours faithfully,
Date :
FORM-15
(See Rule 42(2) (9
List of Challenged Votes

Election to the ... Municipality

from the....cooeeennnn. ...Constituency. Name and No. of

SI. No. Name of Voter. Serial Number of Signature or impression
of entry. Part/Sub-part ~ Voter's name in of the person Challenged.
No. that sub-part.
1 2 3 4 5
1.

o o > w P



Address of ihe Name of identifier Name of challenger Order of Signature of Challenger
person chaile- if any. pressiding on receiving refund of
Officer. deposit.

1 2
1
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
Place :
Oate : Signature of Presiding Officer.
FORM—16
(See Rule 45(1)
Declaration by the Companion of Blind/Infirm Elector.
Election to the Municipality from Constituency No...

.............. No. and Name of the Polling Station

j LSonof..

caged ... oo .resident of L
(@) have not acted as Companion of any other electors at any polling Station today, the

(b)  will keep secret the vote recoded by me on behalf of

Signature of the Companion

Full Address to be given.



52

FORM—16(A)
(See Rule 46(2) )
List o! Blind and Infirm Voters

Election to the... Municipality
Constituency No.............
No. and name of Polling Station
Part/Sub-part Full name  Full name of Address of Signature of
No. sc SI. No. of voter. companion. companion companion
Voter.
1 2 3 4 5
1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
Date.....cccoovereiicie Signature of Presiding Officer.
FORM —17
(See Rule 48(2))
List of Tendered Votes
EIECHION 10 the. ..o Municipality
from the Constituency No... oo L T
No. and name of polling Station... . e
Part/Sub-part Address of SI. No. of SI. No. of Signature or
No. &SJ. No. Voter, Tendered ballot paper thumb impression
and name of ballot issued to the  of person tender-
\oter. paper. person who ing vote.
has already
voted.
3 4 5

1,
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.

Place... Signature of Presiding

Officer.
Date...



FORM NO. 18
(Sec Rule No. 51 (1))

Ballot Paper Account

PARTH
Election to the ... ... Municipality
from the Constituency No.
No. and name of Polling Station...
Serial Number Total
From to Numbers
1. Ballot Papers received
2. Ballot Papers unused
(@) With the signature of
the Presiding Officer,
if any, and
(b) Without the signature
of the Presiding
Officer
Total (a+b)

3. Ballot Papers issued to
Voters at the Polling
Station. (3 = 1.2)

4. Ballot Papers issued to
Voters but not inserted
into the ballot Box.

(a) Ballot Papers cancelled
for Violation of Voting
procedure under Rule 45 and

(b) Ballot Papers cancelled
for any other reason

(c) Ballot Papers used as
tendered ballot Papers

Total (a-f-b-r-c)

5. Ballot Papers to be found
in the Ballot Box (5 = 34)

Date ;

Signature of Presiding Officer.
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PARTI
Result of Counting
Sl.  No. Name of Candidate Number of valid votes cast*
1.
2.
3
4.
5.

(@) Total No. of valid votes cast
(b) Total number of rejected ballot papers
Il Grand total (a-fb)

Whether the total number of ballot papers shown against item No. Ill above
tallies with the total shown against item No. 5of Part-1 or any discrepancy
is noticed between these two totals.

Place :

Date : Signature of-Counting Supervisor.

Place :

Date : Signature of Returning Offieer.

FORM—19
( See Rule 59(2))
Appointment of Counting Agent

EIECHION 10 TN@. . it Municipality

from the CoNnStItUENCY NO.... o e

To

The Returning Officer,

L s ® s (name), a candidate

EleCtion AGENnt OF ..o (name), who is a
candidate at the above election, do hereby appoint ...

(name) of e
(address) as counting agent to attend counting of Votes at............c.......
(plaee fixed for counting).

Signature of Candidate/Election Agent.

I agree to act as Counting Agent.
Signature of Counting Agent.
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FORM—20
( See Rule 59(4) )
Revocation of Appointment of Counting Agent.

EIECHION 10 The. ..o Municipality
from the CONSLITUBNCY NO.....ccuiiiiiiieieee e
To
The Returning Officer,
| s (name), a candidate/
Election AQENt 0 f ..o (name), who is a
candidate at the above election, hereby revoke the appointment of..........cccccovviinnnnenn.
...................................................... (name) Counting AgeNt  ....oociiiiieee e
(Place fixed for Counting).
Place......ccoevvviinnns
Date.....ccccovvvevrennn
Signature of Candidate/Election Agent.
FORM—21
(See Rule 62 (3) )
Counting Sheet for Counting of Votes received
in sealed cover.
Election to the... ... Municipality
from the Constituency No... v
No. and name Total number of No. of valid No. of rejected
of polling sealed covers ballot ballot papers.
Stations received. papers.
1 2 3 4
Name of Candidates Total votes secured by the Candidates.
5 6
A B c D E

Grand Total

Place... ... Signature of Counting Supervisor

Date... ... Signature of Returning Officer.



FORM—22
(See Rule 70 (1) )

Result Sheet

EIECtioN 10 the ..o Municipality
Trom the CONSEIIUENCY NO....c.iiiiiiiiiieie e

(D1 (= o) {0 | OO P PP SRO

No. & Name No. of ballot  No. of valid No. of rejected No. of tendered
of polling papers found ~ ballot papers. ballot papers. votes.
Station () in ballot box

(es)
1 2 3 4 5

Votes secured by the Candidates.

6

A B C D E TOTAL.

Election Duty Votes

Grand Total

Place

Date | Signature of Returning Officer.
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FORM-23
( Sec Rule 70(i) (a))

Declaration of Election Result when seat is contested

Election to the... e e ...Municipality
from the ... ... CONSLIUENCY NO...ooviiiiiiiiiee e

In pursuance of the provisions contained in rules 70(1) (a) of the Tripura Municipal
(Conduct of Election) Rules, 1995, | declare that
... (name)... e e Address
has been duly elected to fill the seat in
the said Municipality from the above Constituency, lie,'she is not a member of the
Scheduled CastesScheduled Tribe.

Place...
Date... Signature of Returning Officer.
FORM-24
( See Rule 70 (2))
Certificate of Fled ion
I, Returning Officer ... ... Municipality
hereby certify that | have on the ... .. day of ...
................. 19...
declared Shri/Srimati ... B
O F o ...ro have been duly elected
to the Constituency No. ... e OF
Municipality.
Signature of Returning Officer
(Seal)
Place... ... .
Date.. i

Printed at the Tripura Government Press, Agartala,
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